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For Immediate Release 

Hydrocephalus Association Announces Scientific and Medical Review Committee 

Distinguished Doctors and Researchers Comprise 2013 Review Committee  

 

Bethesda, MD, February 11, 2013:  The Hydrocephalus Association has brought together a 

world-class group of researchers and doctors to serve on its 2013 Scientific and Medical 

Review Committee (SMRC). The SMRC is charged with reviewing grant applicants for grant 

opportunities sponsored by the Hydrocephalus Association (HA). 

  

“We are fortunate that so many outstanding scientists and physicians have been willing to 

serve as reviewers for recent HA grant awards,” stated David Browdy, Vice Chair of the 

HA Board of Directors and Chairman of HA’s Research Committee. “Having a scientific 

peer review process is central to our efforts to identify and fund the best, most relevant 

and exciting hydrocephalus research. So, we are very pleased to announce another 

distinguished panel of reviewers, at the top of their varied fields of study, for our latest 

award.”  

 

Donna Ferriero, M.D., a Pediatric Neurologist from the University of California San Francisco 

(UCSF) Benioff Children’s Hospital, will chair the committee.  Dr. Ferriero is Professor in 

Neurology and Pediatrics and also serves as the Director of the Neonatal Brain Disorder 

Center at UCSF. She has also served on the Advisory Council of the National Institutes of 

Health (NIH) National Institute of Neurological Disorders and Stroke (NINDS) since 2010.  

 

Dr. Ferriero is joined by a number of highly talented and accomplished hydrocephalus  
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researchers also serving on the Committee:   

 

 William G. Bradley, Jr., M.D., Ph.D., FACR, Professor and Chairman of the Department 

of Radiology at University of California, San Diego;  

 David Frim, M.D., Ph.D., Professor and Chief of Neurosurgery at the University of 

Chicago;  

 John Kestle, M.D., Professor of Neurosurgery and Chief of the Division of Pediatric 

Neurosurgery at the University of Utah and Primary Children’s Medical Center;  

 Miles Johnston, B.Sc., Ph.D., Senior Scientist of Clinical Integrative Biology at 

the Sunnybrook Research Institute and Professor of Laboratory Medicine and 

Pathobiology at the University of Toronto;  

 Jill Morris, Ph.D., Program Director at NIH NINDS; and  

 Jan-Marino (Nino) Ramirez, Ph.D., Professor of Neurological Surgery and Director of the 

Center for Integrative Brain Research at the Seattle Children’s Research Institute.  

 

HA’s 2013 grant opportunity seeks innovative research projects which will advance the 

understanding of cerebrospinal fluid (CSF) dynamics in the causes and treatments of 

hydrocephalus. This grant will support one to three U.S.-based research projects of one to 

three years duration with a total pool of $200,000 annually. Letters of intent were submitted in 

early January and full applications must be completed by March 1, 2013. The grant 

recipient(s) will be announced this spring. Funding is expected to begin in late 2013.  

 

The Hydrocephalus Association is pleased to be partnering with the Rudi Schulte Research 

Institute in establishing this grant. Rudi Schulte was one of the two founders of a shunt 

manufacturing company called PS Medical, later acquired by Medtronic. Through his ground-

breaking work, the hydrocephalus shunt was developed, the leading treatment for 

hydrocephalus. Later, in order to further advance research in the treatment of hydrocephalus, 

Mr. Schulte generously created and endowed the Rudi Schulte Research Institute. Today, 

RSRI conducts studies to improve treatments for hydrocephalus and other neurological 

disorders. The Hydrocephalus Association is proud to be working with RSRI to help further 

this important work. 

 



 

About the Hydrocephalus Association 

The Hydrocephalus Association (HA) is a charitable organization dedicated to eliminating the 

challenges of hydrocephalus by stimulating research and supporting people who are affected 

by this condition. Founded in 1983 and incorporated in 1986 as a San Francisco-based non-

profit, HA is now the nation’s largest and most widely respected organization dedicated solely 

to serving those affected by hydrocephalus. HA has been instrumental in creating a 

community of individuals, families and health care professionals addressing the complexities 

of hydrocephalus in all age groups. 
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