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Directory of Neurosurgeons and Neurologists for Adult Hydrocephalus 
 

This Directory is published and distributed by the Hydrocephalus Association, a national non-profit organization founded in San Francisco, 

California, in 1983.  

The purpose of this Directory is to identify neurosurgeons and neurologists who have experience diagnosing and treating normal pressure 

hydrocephalus (NPH) and adult onset hydrocephalus.  There are 2 asterisks before the doctor’s name if they are a neurologist. A brief 

explanation of the different roles neurosurgeons and neurologists have in the treatment of adult hydrocephalus is provided just before the 

listing of doctors.  The Directory is intended solely as a resource and the physicians listed herein are in no way endorsed, reviewed or 

recommended by the Association or its members. Information presented in the Directory has been compiled from questionnaires 

completed by the physicians.  

Doctors in the US are listed alphabetically by state, city and last name.  Doctors in other countries follow, listed alphabetically by country, 

city and last name. There is an asterisk before each doctor’s name if they work with pediatric patients as well as adults.   

For additional resources about hydrocephalus, please contact our office. 

—Hydrocephalus Association 
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About the Hydrocephalus Association 

The Hydrocephalus Association is a national, 501 (c)(3) nonprofit organization founded in 1983. Our mission is to eliminate the challenges 
of hydrocephalus by stimulating innovative research and providing support, education and advocacy for individuals, families and 
professionals dealing with hydrocephalus. 

As the nation’s most widely respected hydrocephalus support organization, the Association has been instrumental in creating a community 
of individuals, families and health care professionals addressing the complexities of hydrocephalus in all age groups—infants, children, 
young adults and adults. We continually update and expand our resources to keep up with new technologies in the diagnosis and 
treatment of hydrocephalus and stay current with the needs of the individuals we serve.  

Hydrocephalus is a chronic condition. However, with early detection, effective treatment and appropriate interventional services, the future 
for individuals with hydrocephalus is promising. We invite your inquiries. 

Resources 

• About Hydrocephalus—A Book for Parents (English and Spanish) 
• About Normal Pressure Hydrocephalus—A Book for Adults and Their Families 
• About Prenatal Hydrocephalus—A Book for Parents 
• Hydrocephalus Diagnosed in Young and Middle-Aged Adults 
• A Teacher’s Guide to Hydrocephalus 
• Health-Care Transition Guide for Teens and Young Adults 
• Directory of Pediatric Neurosurgeons 
• Directory of Neurologists and Neurosurgeons Who Treat Adult Hydrocephalus 
• Fact and Information Sheets 
• Annual Neurosurgical Resident’s Prize 
• Annual Educational Scholarships 
• Biennial (every other year) National Conference for Families and Professionals 
• Research Awards 
• Monthly e-newsletter  

 
 

 

 

 

Serving Individuals, families and professionals since 1983 

4340 East West Highway, Suite 905 
Bethesda, MD 20814 USA 
Telephone: 301.202.3811 

Toll-Free Telephone: 888.598.3789  
Fax: 301.202.3813 

info@hydroassoc.org 
www.hydroassoc.org 

www.facebook.com/HydroAssoc  
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Neurosurgeons and Neurologists Explained 
 

People often ask us what the difference is between a neurologist and a neurosurgeon—with all the medical lingo involved; it can be 
difficult to get a straight answer.  While the following sets of frequently asked questions don’t explain all of the details, they do provide a 

general understanding of neurology and neurosurgery. 

Neurosurgeons and neurologists are both medical doctors with specialized training in the diagnosis, treatment and management of 
neurological disorders.  A neurological disorder is an injury to, or disease of, the brain, spine, or peripheral nerves. 

 
What is the role of a neurosurgeon? 

 
In addition to diagnosis, a neurosurgeon may provide 
either surgical or non-surgical care depending on the 
nature of the injury, illness, or condition.  Sometimes a 
primary care physician who suspects adult hydrocephalus 
will refer directly to a neurosurgeon, sometimes they will 
first refer to a neurologist, and then refer on to the 
neurosurgeon once a diagnosis has been confirmed. 
 
In the case of hydrocephalus, the neurosurgeon is the one 
that performs the shunt implant or ETV surgery.   
 
For patients with externally adjustable or programmable 
shunt valves, the neurosurgeon may personally perform 
the fine-tuning adjustments in the months and years after 
surgery, or they may work with a neurologist who 
manages this. 

 
How are neurosurgeons trained? 

 
After four years of medical school and an internship 
program, the doctor enters a neurosurgical residency 
program of five to seven years.  While in the program, 
neurosurgical residents are trained in all aspects of 
neurosurgery, including cerebrovascular, pediatrics, spine, 
trauma, and tumor.  Some neurosurgeons opt to do an 
additional fellowship in a particular area of study following 
their residency. 
 

 
What is the role of a neurologist? 
 
In addition to diagnosis, a neurologist can prescribe 
medication or recommend surgical treatment, but they do 
not perform surgery.  A primary care physician will often 
refer a patient to a neurologist for a diagnostic workup 
before referring to a neurosurgeon.  Especially in cases 
where there are related or concurrent neurological 
disorders, neurologists can be very helpful. 
 
In the case of adult hydrocephalus, neurologists can be 
helpful in diagnosis and management.  When treatment 
includes surgery, neurologists may monitor and supervise 
continuing treatment. 
 
For patients with an externally adjustable or programmable 
shunt valve, a neurologist may be involved in fine-tuning 
the shunt settings in the months and years after surgery. 

 
How are neurologists trained? 

 
After four years of medical school and a one-year 
internship, a neurologist enters three years of specialized 
training for neurology.  Many neurologists also have 
additional training in one specific area of neurology such 
as stroke, epilepsy or movement disorders. 
 

 

Adapted from articles in the Hydrocephalus Association Newsletter: Summer 2000 and Fall 2002 

 

    

 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 

 


